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It's all about the bottom 
line.

Despite the hot air 
expended by politicians or 
how much rational sound-
ing baffle-gab by various 
officials, the amount of 
money families on income 
assistance actually get to 
live on is all that matters.

So it's with some con-
cern we watch another 
messy roll-out of a GNWT 
program in which we are 
left to either believe the 
minister in charge or the 
people lining up against 
him.

In the Oct. 31 edition of 
News/North (Perpetuating 
Poverty? Page 11), crit-
ics called changes to the 
income assistance pro-
gram  nothing more than 
clawbacks. 

"It's just the opposite of 
Robin Hood," said David 
Poitras, former chief of 
the Salt River First Nation. 
"Robin Hood robbed from 
the rich and gave to the 
poor, but this way here, 
they're robbing from the 
poor and giving it to the 
government, I guess."

Poitras said he has had 
discussions with people 
afraid to voice their com-
plaints.

However, Yellowknife 
Centre MLA Julie Green 
raised the issue in the 
legislative assembly and 
also with News/North.

It all started back in 
August when the Depart-
ment of Education, Culture 
and Employment (ECE) 
eliminated the program's 
food and clothing allow-
ance for children under the 
age of 18. The change was 
the result of increases to 
the federal Canada Child 
Benefit (CCB) program, 
according to the depart-
ment. 

The CCB program chan-
ges came into effect in 
July and replaced the 

former Canada Child Tax 
Benefit, the national Child 
Benefit Supplement and 
the Universal Child Care 
Benefit. 

Green 
said while 
the new CCB 
payments 
do increase 
overall 
household 
incomes, 
that doesn't 
mean low income families 
no longer need the income 
assistance food and cloth-
ing allowance. 

"The rationale for the 
government to provide 
Canada Child Benefit was 
to alleviate poverty among 
children," she said. "So 
what has happened here is 
that those same children 
who live in poverty are 
not getting the full bene-
fit of the federal money 
because the territorial 
government has reduced 
its funding to them. So the 
federal government gave 
with one hand and the 
GNWT took away with 
the other."

ECE Minister Alfred 
Moses countered 
Green's 
claims, 
stating 
the NWT hasn't 
reduced funding 
to families.

"When we 
restructured the 
program, the 
Federal Child 
Tax Benefit was 
included in the 
assessments. 
We took those 
assessments out 
... the NWT's con-
tribution, hasn't 
changed," Moses 
said according to 
Hansard.

"It does look like 
the funding went 
down for food and cloth-
ing, which, in fact, 

it hasn't. Actually, more 
families are getting more 
money."

Not so, said Karen Wil-
son, housing director for 

the YWCA, 
who noted 
the elimina-
tion of the 
food and 
clothing 
allowance 
for children 
has already 

had a devastating impact 
on NWT families.

"If the federal govern-
ment deemed it fit to give 
extra to children for chil-
dren's well being, why is 
the territorial government 
taking the food money 
out?" Wilson said. 

Given the 
minis-
ter's 

statement that it could 
look like the funding went 
down, he would be wise 
to get his staff to figure 
out why that perception is 
there.

But if the perception is a 
reality for those on assist-
ance, then a reversal of 
this policy is called for.

Because as of the writ-
ing of this editorial, we are 
left siding with the critics 
of the GNWT. 

Most recipients of 
income assistance have 
nowhere else to turn. We 
remind the GNWT that 
the Trudeau Liberals were 
elected with a mandate to 
give more more to families 
with children. 

To deny NWT families 
that extra money would be 
wrong.

The GNWT and Minis-
ter Moses need to fix this 
mess and demonstrate 
their new bookkeeping 
methods do not clawback 
cash from income assist-
ance recipients, leaving 
them with less.

We call on Minister 
Moses to prove that "more 
families are getting more 
money."
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Taking from the poor; 
giving to the rich?

Critics have called the GNWT's latest adjustment 
of the Income Assistance program a callous clawback

THE ISSUE:
INCOME ASSISTANCE

WE SAY:
HELP THE NEEDY
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