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NEWS Briefs
Health centre gears up for AWG 

Hay River
A medical plan has been created to deal with the influx 

of participants into Hay River next month for the 2018 South 
Slave Arctic Winter Games.

Erin Griffiths, the CEO of the Hay River Health and Social 
Services Authority, updated town council on the planning on 
Jan. 30.

A larger than normal number of physicians will be in town 
during the games and athletes, coaches and games participants 
will be cared for at a separate clinic at the Hay River Regional 
Health Centre.

Griffiths said it will be a well-staffed and well-supported 
clinic adding the clinic will open on March 16 and will operate 
until the closing ceremonies. The games will take place from 
March 18 to 24. Griffiths told council that games participants 
will receive priority for rehabilitation and diagnostic services, 
such as X-rays, ultrasounds or laboratory tests.

"The general public may experience a slight delay in ser-
vice during the games," said Griffiths.

The health authority will be communicating its plans to 
community residents by the end of February or early March 
to let them know there may be slight wait times for diagnostic 
services at the health centre during the games.

Griffiths said the clinic will be located in the ambulatory 
care area of the health clinic.

The games will have no impact on public access to the 
medical clinic. Griffiths said that's why additional physician 
support was hired. There will be seven physicians working in 
Hay River during the games, up from the usual five physicians 
in town. She said there will also be two medical residents who 
are finishing their last year of medical school.

"We had no problem recruiting physicians and additional 
support for the Arctic Winter Games," said Griffiths. 

"They all want to come up and experience the event."
– Paul Bickford

Hunter fined, given ban  
for wasting meat 

Inuvik
An Inuvik hunter received a $2,000 fine on Jan. 23 and is 

banned from hunting in Yukon for three years after shooting 
caribou near the Dempster Highway in Yukon and leaving the 
meat to rot. 

The incident took place in July 2013, but the hunter failed 
to attend the original court date. A warrant was issued for the 
hunter's arrest. The hunter was charged under the Yukon Wild-
life Act last week in Yukon territorial court after Whitehorse 
RCMP finally got in contact with the hunter. 

The hunter will be required to complete an education and 
ethics class before the hunting ban is lifted. 

– Samantha McKay

Arts groups ask for  
piece of lottery pie

NWT
Artists and arts organizations are asking to be included as 

beneficiaries of money raised through lottery ticket sales. 
Under the Western Canada Lottery Act, proceeds from lot-

teries held in the territory go toward physical activity, sports 
and recreation programs. 

However, as the Western Canada Lottery Act is being 
updated to protect lottery revenues from federal taxation, arts 
advocates are hoping the government will consider arts pro-
grams as eligible for funding as well.

A committee room inside the legislature was packed Feb. 
7 with representatives from the arts and sports communities 
who came to hear and make statements before a standing com-
mittee of MLAs about why their activities should be funded 
through the sale of Scratch 'N Win cards, Lotto 6/49 tickets, 
and other lotteries.

Caroline Cochrane, the minister of Municipal and Com-
munity Affairs, told the committee that lotteries in the North-
west Territories generate about $4.7 million a year in revenue.

Cochrane said she was unwilling to allocate lottery pro-
ceeds anywhere other than to the five regional sports and 
recreation organizations. In the act, the term "recreation" is 
undefined.

MLA Julie Green asked if Cochrane would consider 
expanding the definition of recreation to include artistic activ-
ities. Cochrane said she would pass on Green's suggestion to 
the Aboriginal Sports Circle of the Northwest Territories, the 
Sport North Federation, the NWT Recreation and Parks Asso-
ciation, the Beaufort Delta Sahtu Recreation Association and 
the Mackenzie Recreation Association. 

"They will define recreation and I will stand behind their 
definition," she said.

More than 270 people so far have signed an online petition 
started by artist and arts promoter Eli Purchase to amend the 
lottery act to allow for proceeds to go toward the arts. 

Cochrane expects the revised lottery act to come into force 
this summer.

– Sidney Cohen

The highly-anticipated Junior Can-
adian Ranger (JCR) program has arrived.

Prior to the JCR program starting 
up in the community the Inuvik Army 
Cadet Corps was the only military pro-
gram available to youth in Inuvik. 

The Cadet Corps was formed in Inu-
vik in 1963 and ran until 2014 when its 
commanding officer, Paul McDonald, 
resigned. The cadet program was put on 
hiatus and has since disbanded, which 
opened up the opportunity for the junior 
ranger program to form. 

Gail Raddi, Master Corporal for the 
JCR patrol, said the program will start 
by accepting 25 youth. 

"We've been requesting it, the youth 
have been requesting it," Raddi said. 
"When you see other communities doing 
so much with their JCRs, it just makes 
everyone wish we had one. Now that 
we've got it, we're so excited."

Raddi said there are many activities 
the JCRs will be able to partake in. 

"We'll be doing a lot of different 
things. There's ranger skills, life skills, 
traditional skills," Raddi said. "There's 

over 150 things that we can do so we'll be 
doing a lot of training, on-the-land skills, 
target shooting, cooking and sewing."

Craig Routery, warrant officer, said 
the JCR is a community-driven program 
supported by the military. 

"The military doesn't actually own 
the program, the community owns it," 
Routery said. "When it comes to plan-
ning and organizing, the community 
decides what's important for their youth 
to know. That's the strength of this pro-
gram."

Meeting challenges
Routery added that the military's role 

is to provide the community with the 
means to put their plans into action. 

"We take away all the normal prob-
lems, like finances, because it is expen-
sive to do a lot of this stuff," Routery 
said. "We take that burden off of their 
shoulders so they can just get out there 
with the kids and teach them what they 
need to know."

Usually, the youth will meet once a 
week, but Raddi said there will be longer 
experiential learning opportunities.

"Sometimes they'll have week-long 
events where they meet with JCRs from 

other communities in one place, and 
we'll all learn from each other," Raddi 
said. "Senior JCRs have leaderships, so 
they'll all get together and meet in one 
place and share and bring stuff back to 
teach the younger JCRs."

Raddi said this is an important pro-
gram for Inuvik youth. 

"A lot of our youth are losing the 
traditional culture, so it will be good to 
bring a lot of the traditional skills back 
because they'll need them when they're 
older," Raddi said. "We're pretty excited." 

Derrien Firth is one of the youth who 
signed up for Inuvik's JCR program on 
Feb. 3. 

He says he signed up because a friend 
recommended the program to him.

"I thought it was pretty cool. We 
might get to go to Whitehorse, meet new 
people," Firth said.

It is his first time joining the Rangers 
and he's most excited about learning 
traditional skills such as hunting and 
trapping. 

"It's important to learn the skills and 
keep them going," Firth said. "So I can 
teach my kids and they can teach their 
kids."

– with files from Michele Taylor

Twenty-five JCRs to meet once a week  
to learn traditional and ranger skills

Junior Rangers invade Inuvik

Eve Taylor, left, Gail 
Raddi, Derrien Firth, 
Jayden Clarke, Eric Kud-
lak, Delaney Arey, Craig 
Routery, and Christin Tay-
lor show off Inuvik's new 
Junior Canadian Rangers 
flag.
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