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MS. GREEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Last December the federal government released 
its framework on palliative care in Canada. The framework is a counterpoint to the 2016 
introduction of assisted dying legislation. It identifies four priority areas for action 
intended to improve access to palliative care. They include palliative care education and 
training for healthcare providers and caregivers; measures to support palliative care 
providers; research and the collection of data on palliative care; and finally, measures to 
facilitate equitable access to palliative care, particularly for underserviced populations. 

The federal framework was developed in consultation with provincial and territorial 
governments, including our own. Now that there is a federal framework, this government 
says it is examining how we could align our palliative care services. Our mandate for the 
18th Assembly calls for the development of an action plan for expanded palliative care 
services, although the mandate tracker contains no information on progress towards 
this commitment, which is shown as "under way." 

Achieving these alignments will require special accommodations within the service 
environment of our territory-wide system. Information on culturally safe end-of-life 
practices specific to the cultural context of the NWT will be especially important, 
particularly in fulfilling the recent Cultural Safety Declaration of Commitment. 

In attempting to honour the desire for not only for aging but dying in place, our far-flung 
healthcare service area will need to provide the ability to consult a palliative care clinical 
support network. 

Mr. Speaker, the needs of seniors are becoming more obvious as their population 
increases, whether it is in relation to the need for the increased supply of long-term care 
beds, housing support and programs under the seniors' planning study, or the increased 
demand on seniors' programs and services. 

There is not much time left in the mandate of this Assembly, and I am eager to see what 
progress has been made on the palliative care action plan commitment under the 
mandate. I will have questions for the Minister of Health and Social Services. Mahsi.  

 


