Yellowknife Centre Newsletter
Holiday Greeting 2021
When I think back over 2021, I’m struck by the highs and lows we’ve experienced in
the last 12 months. Recall the excitement of the first COVID-19 vaccines arriving in
the NWT almost a year ago. Within a couple of months, most adults who wanted the
vaccine had it, followed by the 12- to 17-year-olds and most recently the five- to 11year olds. The vaccines gave us hope that we might return to the freedom of prepandemic life.
Our hope was tested by the NJ MacPherson outbreak in May with its strict lockdown
measures and then the territory-wide outbreak that started in August in the Sahtu
and ended in December in Tuktoyaktuk. The summer was a reprieve, a time to visit
under sunny skies with family and friends, and to enjoy community events such as
Folk on the Rocks. When I walk downtown, I am relieved to see so many businesses
were able to weather the lockdown with smart adaptations. I’m sorry for those
companies that closed. Now we watch and wait for omicron.
Members of the Legislative Assembly – both Regular Members and Cabinet –
continued work on the priorities of the 19th Assembly while responding to the
demands of the pandemic. A full progress report will be presented and debated
during the winter session in February 2022. This year, we passed the largest capital
and operations and maintenance budgets in NWT history. This spending has been
important to strengthening our fragile economy and keeping key businesses going
during the uncertainties of COVID. The government has lined up record spending on
public housing where affordability and suitability are key issues for the many renters
in Yellowknife Centre. The government has also invested in additional shelter
supports for the homeless population who congregate downtown.

The Yellowknife Centre constituency is diverse, and it is an honour to be your
elected representative. Please reach out with your questions and ideas and stay in
touch via the monthly newsletters and occasional constituency meetings.

Jan and I wish you all the best for a
happy and restful holiday season and a
safe and healthy 2022.

Holiday Hours
Legislative Assembly offices will be closed during the mandatory leave days and
statutory holidays December 23 to January 3 inclusive. For assistance, please send
messages to Julie_green@ntassembly.ca or craig_yeo@ntassembly.ca or call 867
767 9143 Ext 12113 at my constituency office, and we will contact you after the
holidays.

Yellowknife MLAs welcomed seniors at the Baker Centre for holiday Lunch With a
Bunch, December 16 and 17. MLA Kevin O'Reilly and I hosted and served.

COVID Update
Double vaccination is now available for anyone five years of age and older. Booster

doses of vaccine can be administered to those 16 years and older. Even partial
vaccination provides protection against severe COVID illness, so get vaccinated as
the holiday gathering period approaches—protect yourself, your loved ones, and
your community.
The Chief Public Health Officer has said that community spread no longer
represents the greatest risk of widespread infection, with incoming travel now the
greater risk. Special caution is required. People returning to the NWT should monitor
themselves closely for at least three days and avoid gatherings and public places as
much as possible during that period. The GNWT plans to introduce rapid tests at
airports. The federal government strongly advises against non-essential international
travel.
This pandemic will not go away entirely. Adapt yourself in the long term by using
layers of protection. If we think of these different layers as “nets” to avoid COVID-19,
we can layer them for an overall defense. Key layers of protection are vaccination;
safe travel; and healthy personal habits. See the Health and Social Services
webpage “Set Your Safety Nets”
Keep up to date on changing guidance and public health orders at the COVID
webpage.

New Day Shelter Opens
The new temporary day shelter has opened at the site of the former visitor’s center
in Yellowknife. We needed an additional day shelter because of the public health
order to physically distance indoors during the COVID-19 pandemic. The new shelter
is comprised of modular work camp units. There is a large social area, commercial
kitchen, showers, laundry and storage bins for clients’ personal property.
This shelter will remain open until the new, permanent wellness and recovery centre
opens in 2024. A big thank you to the contractors and workers who got the shelter
up and running in quick time.

The new temporary day
shelter went into
operation December 6
with an open house. Left
to right, MLAs Rocky
Simpson (Hay River
South), Kevin O'Reilly
(Frame Lake) and Ron
Bonnetrouge (Dehcho)
joined me for the
opening. (Day shelter photo:
Kevin O'Reilly)

2022-2023 Capital Budget Passed
The Legislative Assembly approved the $502 million Capital Estimates for the 202223 fiscal year. This includes money for critical infrastructure projects in communities
across the NWT, with additional investment in schools, housing, airport infrastructure
and roads.
Infrastructure Plan highlights include:
$150.2 million for highways, winter roads, bridges and culverts including $36.2
million to advance the environmental and planning work for the Mackenzie
Valley and Slave Geological Province All-season roads, $23.5 million for the
Great Bear River Bridge and $16.9 million for the Mount Gaudet Access Road;
$84.1 million for airport and runway projects, including $41.2 million for the
Inuvik Airport runway extension;
$47.4 million for long term care facilities, health centres, improvements to
health information systems, and biomedical equipment;
$21.7 million for the replacement and renovations to existing schools;
$29 million to support community governments with their infrastructure needs
The Capital Estimates also include $216.2 million in support from the Government of
Canada through various infrastructure programs.

Anti-Poverty Funds Applications
Applications for the 2022 Anti-Poverty Fund are now being accepted. The annual
$1.75 million fund supports poverty reduction initiatives in NWT communities. NWT
Indigenous governments and community governing authorities, as well as nongovernment organizations who demonstrate partnership or support from an
Indigenous or community governing authority, may apply for funding. Deadline for
applications is January 31, 2022. See the webpage for more information.

Business Support Programs

to Weather the Pandemic
The Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment is offering four new or
renewed programs to provide businesses support during the pandemic.
Tourism operators can apply under the Tourism Restart Investment Program
(TRIP) for expenses related to marketing and promotion, training and capacity
development, adapting or enhancing protocols for tourism activities, and
infrastructure upgrades to meet health and safety requirements. Funding of up
to $50,000 per operator is available. See the webpage for details.
The Tourism Product Diversification and Marketing Program (TPDMP) and the
Community Tourism Infrastructure Contribution (CTIC) program are officially
open for submissions. The ITI core programs offer a wide range of
supports. See the webpage for details.
ITI has relaunched its bookkeeping initiative to help businesses to access
financial planning advice. Assistance up to $7,500 or 90 per cent of actual
cost is available for financial and technical advice to inform investment
decisions. See the webpage for details.

Have Your Say
Citizens have two upcoming opportunities for input on the development of new
policies:
A Statement of Environmental Values is being developed under the
Environmental Rights Act. It will state environmental considerations to be
observed, including the right to a healthy environment. Once complete, the
Statement will apply to decisions made by all GNWT departments, as well as
Aurora College, BDIC, NTPC, and the NWT Housing Corporation. A draft
Statement is being offered for public comment. See the webpage for
information and to comment.
The GNWT is developing Meat Safety Regulations for sale of locally produced
meat and meat products from privately-raised livestock to NWT consumers.
The regulations will set out requirements for production, distribution, and sale
to ensure that meat and meat products are handled and prepared using safe
methods. You can comment on the proposed regulations through the
consultation webpage.
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