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Welcome to Summer  
 

I’m feeling lucky to live in Yellowknife because of the beautiful start to summer that 
followed the long, cold winter. My gardens are planted, I have a canoe trip planned and 
we’re spending lots of time at the lake.  
 
Work continues, of course, and you are always welcome to contact me with your 
constituency questions and concerns. I hope you will take time to enjoy all that Yellowknife 
has to offer in the summer – camping, boating, swimming, festivals, Have a great summer 
and stay safe. The next newsletter will come your way in August.  
 
In the meantime, here are some useful information links for the good old summertime: 
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 NWT Parks information  
 Water and beach safety  
 Forest fire updates and reporting  
 Bear Safety  

 
 

 

 

  

Read on to see: 
 Avens Pavilion sod turning  
 Community Counselling Survey Results  
 Council for the Arts Gathering  
 Tundra Science and Culture Camp  
 Youth Housing and Shelter Opening  
 Energy Saving Rebates  
 Health Authority Leadership Council  
 Have Your Say:  

 Child Support Recalculation  
 Services for Seniors  

 Longshadow Music Festival  
 Tourism Funding Renewed  
 Honour Our Volunteers  

 

 

 

  

Avens Pavilion Sod Turning 
 

 

 

I went to the ceremonial "sod turning" of the Avens Pavilion. This is the largest seniors’ 
housing development in the NWT, and it will be a game-changer for people who want to age 
here in Yellowknife with dignity and in comfort. Aging in place is a priority for the territorial 
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government and for me personally. The lack of affordable and accessible seniors housing is 
an issue that limits the ability to age in place in Yellowknife and many other communities 
throughout the NWT.  
 
I am grateful to the Avens board and staff who are taking on these issues and happy to 
celebrate significant achievements like this one. As the Minister Responsible for Seniors, on 
behalf of the Government of the Northwest Territories, I congratulate everyone who has 
worked hard to get to this moment. I look forward to watching the Pavilion rise up in the 
coming year. 
 
In the photo: Avens CEO Daryl Dolynny; MP Michael McLeod; Housing minister Paulie 
Chinna; me; Avens Board chair Matt Spence; MACA/ENR/Lands minister Shane Thompson.  

 

 

 

  

Community Counselling Survey Results   
 

The Community Counselling Satisfaction Survey results came out this week, and it contains 
good news. The overall result is that 73 per cent of respondents were satisfied or very 
satisfied with their counselling experience and 69 per cent were satisfied or very satisfied 
with the overall changes in their lives since beginning counselling. The new initiative to 
make same day appointments available and reduce wait times is working. The Community 
Counselling Program staff provided almost 2,000 sessions to individuals.  
 
Here is the link to the whole report.  

 

 

 

  

Council for the Arts Gathering  
 

The Canada Council for the Arts is hosting a public reception Thursday June 23 at 7:30 PM 
in the Great Hall of the Legislative Assembly to learn about arts and culture issues in the 
NWT. The gathering is for anyone who lives in the Northwest Territories and wants to share 
their experience of arts and culture and community. There’ll be general information on the 
role and activities of the Canada Council and its funding programs.  
 
Please let the Council know if you plan to attend by emailing rsvp-
yellowknifeNT@canadacouncil.ca  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Tundra Science and Culture Camp 
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The territorial Department of Environment and Natural Resources is staging the Tundra 
Science and Culture Camp for high-school-aged students and educators from across the 
NWT. The program is delivered by leaders in Indigenous culture and environmental science 
who collaborate to provide a unique, on-the-tundra cultural and multidisciplinary learning 
experience.  
 
Participants learn about Indigenous knowledge, the Tłı̨chǫ language, human history, along 
with other science-based disciplines such as archaeology, geology, wildlife biology, and 
aquatic ecology. Participants also learn about decision-making, resource management, and 
environmental impact using real-life examples in this diamond mining region. 
 
Up to eighteen high-school-aged student participants are accepted for the July 26 to August 4 
program. 
 
To apply, fill out the student application form or teacher application form and submit the 
form by email to TundraCamp_CampToundra@gov.nt.ca with the subject line “Tundra 
Science and Culture Camp”.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Youth Housing and Shelter Opening    
 

Home Base YK staged an Open House June 9 to welcome the community to its newly 
renovated housing and shelter location. The shelter side of the building has separate rooms 
for male-identifying and female-identifying youth, a bathroom and a dining room. The dorm 
has a 10-person capacity and the centre includes a recreation room, a Zen room and 
kitchen. Home Base also operates a youth centre, and an independent living program near 
City Hall. 
 
Home Base YK Navigator Davia Nelson gave me a guided tour of the new facilities.  
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Energy Saving Rebates   
 

AEA offers rebates on a range of energy-saving products and projects, including building 
retrofits to include LED lights, insulation and windows. You can get up to $50,000 back. Pre-
approval is required.  
 
You can also get rebates on energy-efficient versions of products you use every day, 
including: 

 ENERGY STAR certified washers, ventless dryers, fridges and freezers  
 LED lighting  
 Wood stoves, pellet stoves, furnaces, boilers and on-demand water heaters  
 Drain water heat recovery  
 Programmable thermostats   
 Home insulation  
 New high-efficiency homes  

  
For more information, contact the Arctic Energy Alliance.  

 

 

 

 

  

Health Authority Leadership Council 
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Nominations are being invited for the position of Chairperson of the Northwest Territories 
Health and Social Services Authority Leadership Council. The Leadership Council is the 
territorial board of management for the health authority. It provides advice, 
recommendations, and direction to the NTHSSA. Deadline for nominations is June 24. 
 
Contact the Department of Health and Social Services for more information, and to make a 
nomination.  

 

 

 

  

Have Your Say  
 

Consultations are underway to gather input on two initiatives: 
 
Child Support Recalculation: The free service would update the amount of child support 
payments without the need to make application to a court. Support amounts would be 
automatically recalculated and the payment order updated. NWT residents can review the 
proposed regulations and backgrounder and submit comments to 
HaveYourSayDOJ@gov.nt.ca by July 5, 2022.    
 
Services for Seniors: The GNWT is gathering input to assess and address gaps in 
services for seniors living in the NWT. NWT seniors, older persons (age 55+), their 
family members and caregivers, Indigenous governments, community governments, 
and non-government organizations that serve seniors are encouraged to complete 
the NWT Seniors Survey. Complete the survey online or obtain a paper copy from 
a Government Service Officer (GSO). Deadline for feedback is September 30, 2022.  
 
Child Day Care Act: Amendments to the Act are being proposed to support transformation of 
the early learning and child care system. The Act and Standards Regulations set minimum 
standards that ensure the quality, care, instruction, and supervision of children in facilities 
outside of their home.  
  
The proposed amendments will focus on: 
•         establishing an NWT certification process and wage grid, 
•         increasing inclusion and reporting measures, 
•         establishing cost control measures, 
•         protecting the rights of families, and 
•         updating language. 
 
Review the plain language summary of the proposed amendments and share comments 
by telephone at 867-767-9354 ext: 71280, or email at  earlylearning@gov.nt.ca. Deadline 
for comments is June 27 at 5 PM.  

 

 

 

  

Longshadow Music Festival  
 

With the ending of COVID restrictions, local music festivals are getting back in the swing.  
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The Longshadow Music Festival celebrates music that is wild, weird, and wonderful. Each 
concert will celebrate music made now, yet with a connection to the music that has shaped 
our world in the past. Northern + Canadian music will be a special feature. The Festival runs 
June 23 to 26 in Yellowknife, with ticketed events at Sundog Trading Post, the Elk’s and the 
Northern Arts and Cultural Centre.  
 
I’m proud to provide a $500 contribution towards a free outdoor performance Sunday June 
26th from 11am - 12pm at Somba K’e Plaza. This concert will feature the local youth Fiddle 
Cats string group with Andrea Bettger, as well as four world-class string players featured 
from Alberta.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Tourism Funding Renewed 
 

The Governments of Canada and the NWT are supporting the restart of licensed tourism-
operations through $750,000 in renewed funding under the Tourism Restart Investment 
Program (TRIP). 
 
TRIP will provide funding to eligible applicants to support: 
  

 marketing activities and materials for domestic and international audiences,   
 recruitment, training and capacity building for new and returning employees,  
 adapting or enhancing health and safety protocols for tourism activities, and  
 reopening maintenance activities to ensure tourism operators are ready to receive 

visitors.  
  
Licensed tourism operators must provide 10 per cent equity and are eligible for a range of 
funding from $4,500 to $22,500. See more information and apply through the GNWT 
website.  

 

 

 

  

Honour Our Volunteers 
 

The GNWT is seeking nominations to the Outstanding Volunteer Awards. This year marks 
the 31st year of the awards, which recognize and celebrate the remarkable contributions 
volunteers make in communities across the NWT. Candidates can be nominated in the elder, 
youth, individual, or group categories. The deadline for nominations is Friday September 16, 
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2022. See the department of Municipal and Community Affairs website for details.  
 

 

 

  

 

 

Ukraine Relief  
 

The GNWT has worked with the Canadian Red Cross to open a donation portal for 
Northwest Territories’ residents. NWT donations of up to $50,000 are being matched 
by the GNWT. Go to the Red Cross portal to donate.  
 
The Government of Canada has a variety of measures to aid in relief efforts. See the 
Government of Canada webpage summarizing measures to relieve the 
humanitarian crisis.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

Meet Julie! 

  

 

Message Julie! 
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